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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
In 2014, the Swan Alliance embarked on a journey to comprehensively analyse the community assets
and the gaps existent in the Swan Communities for Children area, namely the suburbs of Beechboro,
Bullsbrook, Caversham, Ellenbrook, Kiara, Koongamia, Lockridge, Middle Swan, Midland, Midvale
and Stratton. It was strongly believed that this document should become a community asset and be
available to agencies and services right across the region to help them in their needs analysis, but
more importantly, be a document that will facilitate a ‘whole of community’ approach in responding
to demonstrated need.
Underpinning this belief is the principle of ‘listening to children’s voices’ and
the Swan Alliance has embraced this as paramount to the integrity of this
document. We believe that children are valuable citizens and as such, need to
be listened to. Our role is to walk alongside children and parents in finding
solutions to the community issues that they readily identify.

A community in
which everyone
listens to each
other and helps
one another –
child from
Midvale

The processes that informed this document include:
1. Examination of Community Profiles via Population ID
data (City of Swan and ABS).
2. Desktop research and literature review of all relevant documents, including
City of Swan Place Plans. A full list of reports examined appears in the
Reference section.
3. Examination of initial planning done by Communities for Children Plus done
in early 2011.
4. Online survey of Community Partners and service providers in the
Communities for Children ‘Places’. There were 43 respondents in total.
5. Community Partners also participated in face to face discussions and
completed comprehensive reports.
6. Community Engagement surveys done across all four Place areas (see
appendix for survey questions). 132 people consulted.
7. Voice of the Child Consultations. 246 children consulted.

Strategic Priorities 2015-2019
Three priorities have been identified as a result of our community mapping and gap analysis. These
priorities have been identified to enable the Swan Alliance and our Community Partners to engage
with children and their families within the wider community, through the delivery of universal ‘soft
entry’ early intervention programs and through the delivery of targeted prevention activities.
These priorities are:


Families and Children Connecting with Community: Connecting families and children with
community resources and one another is a key need identified within the mapping and gap
analysis. For many families there are barriers to accessing services and engaging with others. A
key priority for the Communities for Children site is to reduce barriers to participation. All
Community Partners are expected to contribute to addressing this priority in the
implementation of their Activity.



Early Education and Parenting: support for early parenting has been identified as a key need
across the Communities for Children site. In particular, the provision of parenting support for
new parents with babies and young children; and, ‘soft entry’ universal and accessible services
to meet the needs of local families. Each of these needs has a strong research base to support
the priorities identified in community consultations.
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Stronger, Safer Families: Mapping and Gap Analysis has identified the need to provide stronger,
safer families where children are safe and nurtured. It particularly focuses on providing support
for families ‘at risk’ of entering the child protection system. These more targeted activities focus
on developing protective strategies for increasing the well-being of children.

In addition to this, we have identified key issues for each of the Place areas of Altone, Bullsbrook,
Midland and Ellenbrook via a range of consultation and desktop research processes.
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BACKGROUND
Communities for Children was first established in the Midland area in late 2010 with a
Project Officer appointed to initially engage with local stakeholders and provide a transition
until the appointment of the inaugural Executive Officer in early 2011. The first six months
of the project was devoted to establishing clear protocols and governance arrangements for
the implementation of the project and identifying the key assets and gaps within the local
community. Communities for Children was initially a ‘Plus’ site, one of only eight in the
country, that aimed at having a close working relationship with the Department for Child
Protection and adult services within the Midland area.
Since then the initiative has become the Swan Alliance Communities for Children site and
covers the suburbs of…. The Swan Alliance partners with other organizations to provide a
holistic service system which builds “on local strengths to meet local community needs and
create capability within local service systems, using strong evidence of what works in early
intervention and prevention”. This analysis complements three other core documents:
 Swan Alliance Communities for Children Community Strategic Plan 2015-2019
 Connecting to Aboriginal Culture and Community
 Background Information: Communities for Children Community Strategic Planning
2015-2019

METHODOLOGY
A wide range of methodologies were utilised to ensure that the broadest range of information was
elicited from as much of the community as possible.
These processes included:
1.
Examination of Community Profiles via Population ID data (City of Swan and ABS).
2.
Desktop research and literature review of all relevant documents, including City of
Swan Place Plans. A full list of reports examined appears in the Reference section.
3.
Examination of initial planning done by Communities for Children Plus done in early
2011.
4.
Online survey of Community Partners and service providers in the Communities for
Children ‘Places’. There were 43 respondents in total.
5.
Community Partners also participated in face to face discussions and completed
comprehensive reports.
6.
Community Engagement surveys done across all four Place areas (see appendix for
survey questions). 132 people consulted.
7.
Voice of the Child Consultations. 246 children consulted.

COMMUNITY PROFILES AND DEMOGRAPHICS
SWAN
The Swan Alliance Communities for Children (CfC) initiative focuses on eleven key suburbs within the
City of Swan LGA. These key suburbs – Beechboro, Bullsbrook, Caversham, Ellenbrook, Kiara,
Koongamia, Lockridge, Middle Swan, Midland, Midvale and Stratton - were determined by the
Department of Social Services and have been divided into four distinct places, Altone, Bullsbrook,
Ellenbrook and Midland, in keeping with the local government boundaries. Ballajura and the Swan
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Valley, including the new growth corridor (Brabham, Dayton), are not included within the CfC target
areas, however families from within these areas are not excluded from participating in CfC activities.
See appendix: 1. Key Demographic Data: City of Swan
As well as general demographics about each area, the Swan Alliance has considered two key
educational disadvantage indicators: the Australian Early Development Census1 (AECD, 2014) which
provides a population measure of children’s development at the start of primary school; and, the
Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) which is a measure that enables
comparisons between schools and was developed specifically for the Australian Government’s My
School 2website (ACARA, 2014).
The AEDC measures five important areas, or domains of early childhood development:






Physical Health and Wellbeing
Social Competence
Emotional Maturity
Language and Cognitive Skills (school-based)
Communication and general knowledge

AEDC results (2012) are presented as the proportion of children who are ‘on track’; ‘developmentally
at risk’ or ‘developmentally vulnerable’. Children falling below 10th percentile are considered
‘developmentally vulnerable’, while children between the 10th and 25th percentile are considered
‘developmentally at risk’. All other children are considered to be ‘on track’3 . The 2012 Census 4
included the following key findings:





The majority of Aboriginal and Islander children are developmentally on track however
Indigenous children are more than twice as likely to be developmentally vulnerable than
non-indigenous children
Children who only speak English but are reported as not proficient in English are more likely
to be developmentally vulnerable on all AEDI domains
Males are more likely to be developmentally vulnerable than females

The AEDC data (2012) within the City of Swan accounted for all children who reside in the area and
were involved in the data collection. There were 1625 children surveyed within the Swan area of
which 6.6% were Aboriginal and 12.5% spoke English as a second language. Across the AEDC
domains 22.7% of children within the Swan area are developmentally vulnerable on one or more
domains and 10.9% on two or more domains (see Figure 1). Children within the Swan area had
higher rates of vulnerability in the domains of language and cognitive skills and communication and
general knowledge compared to other children within Australia however performed better in
physical health and well-being, social competence and emotional maturity. Interestingly those ‘at
risk’ of developmental vulnerability were greater than most Australian children on all measures with
the exception of social competence. Social competence looks at a child’s self-confidence, selfcontrol, respect for others, ability to work independently and problem solve and eagerness to
explore new books, objects or games.
Figure 1: AEDC Results - Swan

1

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/data-explorer?id=42800

2

http://www.myschool.edu.au/
3 http://www.aedc.gov.au/resources/fact-sheets
4 http://www.aedc.gov.au/ClientData/CommunityProfiles/2012_58050.pdf
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AEDC Results – Swan, Western Australia (Australian average in brackets)
Domain
Percentage
of
students Percentage of students
Developmentally vulnerable
Developmentally ‘at risk’
Below 10th percentile
10th-25th percentile
Physical health and well
8.6 (9.3)
14.2 (13.4)
being
Social Competence
8.9 (9.3)
13.3 (14.3)
Emotional Maturity
6.3 (7.6)
16.8 (14.2)
Language and cognitive
9.3 (6.8)
15.4 (10.6)
skills
Communication and
10.2 (9.0)
17.6 (16.3)
General Knowledge
The Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) measures key factors that correlate
with educational outcomes. ICSEA uses Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and school data to
create an index that best predicts performance on NAPLAN5 tests. The variables that make up ICSEA
include socio-economic characteristics of the small areas where students live (in this case an ABS
census collection district of about 200 houses), as well as whether a school is in a regional or remote
area, and the proportion of Aboriginal students enrolled at the school6. The average value of all
schools' ICSEA values is set at 1000. This represents the 'middle ground' of educational advantage
levels among Australian school students7. When the Communities for Children project began in
2011, five local schools – Moortij Aboriginal Community School, Clayton View Primary School,
Midvale Primary School, Middle Swan Primary School and Lockridge Primary School - fell into the top
5% of the most disadvantaged schools in Western Australia8
See Appendix: 3.Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).
One parent families with dependent children
5.1% of the City of Swan's total families were classed as one parent families with dependent children
(aged under 15 years) compared to 3.9% in Greater Perth. While the City of Swan had a higher
proportion of one parent families with children under 15 years, it is important to note that this
varied across the City. Proportions ranged from a low of 1.9% in The Vines to a high of 5.7% in Swan
View. The six areas with the highest percentages were9:
 Swan View (5.7%) (which includes Stratton)
 Altone (5.6%) (Beechboro, Lockridge and parts of Caversham)
 Ellenbrook (5.5%)
 Midland (5.5%)
 Ballajura (5.2%)
 Bulllsbrook (4.6%)
Child Protection
Child protection statistics now indicate that 51% of children in care are Aboriginal in Western
Australia. Midland has the highest rate of any DCPFS (Department of Child Protection and Family

5

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as reading, writing, spelling
and numeracy. (http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/naplan.html)
6http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/schoolsweb/news/announcements/yr2010/jan/what_is_icsea.pdf
7 http://myschool.edu.au/AboutUs/Glossary/glossaryLink
8 http://house.ksou.cn/topschool.php?type=3&sta=wa&year=0&filter=&suburb&page=24
9 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10028&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=one-parent-families-dependentchildren&year=2011
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Support) area with a rate of 53 -54%10. This represents around 360 children in care, which is both a
large number of children and a gross over-representation of Aboriginal children11.
We have seen a significant increase in the number of Domestic Violence Incident Reports in the East
metropolitan region since 2013. The number of domestic violence incidents reported to WA Police
has increased over 313% from January- July 2013 at 262 incidents to 822 incidents from January- July
in 2014. In the most recent 6 month period we have seen these figures increase again a further 46%
of 1823 incidents from July- December 2014. Of these 58% or 1049 incidents have children. These
figures highlight the ongoing and increased need of domestic violence support services we provide in
the East Metropolitan Region of Perth, particularly for children12.
We also know that generational trauma contributes to this situation significantly. Among all of the
Aboriginal children and young people living in Western Australia, 35.3 per cent were found to be
living in households where a carer or a carer’s parent (e.g. grandparent) was reported to have been
forcibly separated from their natural family13. It was found that carers who had been forcibly
separated from their natural families (compared with carers of Aboriginal children who had not been
forcibly separated) were:






1.95 times more likely to have been arrested or charged with an offence
1.61 times more likely to report the overuse of alcohol caused problems in the household
2.10 times more likely to report that betting or gambling caused problems in the household
Less than half as likely to have social support in the form of someone they can ‘yarn’ to
about problems
1.50 times more likely to have had contact with Mental Health Services in Western Australia.

Further, Aboriginal children whose primary carer had been forcibly separated from their natural
family were found to be 2.34 times more likely to be at high risk of clinically significant emotional or
behavioural difficulties than children whose carers were not forcibly separated14.
See appendix: 4.Percentage of Aboriginal Children in Care 2014 and 2013
Child Immunisation Rates
“New vaccination figures show children in Western Australia are being immunised at lower rates
than their interstate counterparts. Figures for Indigenous immunisation in WA are worse, with just
72 per cent of one year old Aboriginal children in the Perth catchment fully vaccinated’15. This has
implications for school attendance and long term health issues.
See appendix: 5.Child Immunisation Rates
Aboriginal population
3.0% of the City of Swan's population is Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent compared to
1.6% in Greater Perth. While the City of Swan has a higher proportion of Aboriginal people, it is
important to note that this varied across the City. Proportions ranged from a low of 0.0% in Urban
Growth Corridor to a high of 4.8% in Swan View. The areas with the highest percentages16:
 Swan View (4.8%) (which includes Stratton)
 Midland (4.7%)
 Altone (4.0%) (Beechboro, Lockridge and parts of Caversham)
10

DCPFS Midland office 2015.
Please refer to tables in the Appendix for graphical representations
12 Koolkuna: Eastern Region Domestic Violence Services Network Inc. 2015
13 The Western Australian Aboriginal Child Health Survey (WAACHS) 2002
14 http://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/statistical-overview-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples-australia-social
11

15 ABC News. (2013). WA lags in immunisation rates. On-line: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-04-11/wa-lags-in-immunisation-rates/4622546

16

http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10020&SexKey=3&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=aboriginal-torres-strait-islander&year=2011
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Swan Valley (2.9%) (which includes Middle Swan and parts of Caversham)

Unemployment rate
4.9% of the City of Swan's labour force were classed as unemployed compared to 4.9% in Greater
Perth. While the City of Swan had a similar rate of unemployment, it is important to note that this
varied across the City. Proportions ranged from a low of 0.2% in Urban Growth Corridor to a high of
8.0% in Midland. The five areas with the highest unemployment rates17:
 Midland (8.0%)
 Midland CBD (6.6%)
 Altone (5.5%) (Beechboro, Lockridge and parts of Caversham)
 Swan View (5.5%) (which includes Stratton)
 Ballajura (4.8%)
Non-English Speaking Background
15.3% of the City of Swan's population were from a non-English speaking country compared to
16.8% in Greater Perth. While the City of Swan had a lower proportion of persons from a non-English
country, it is important to note that this varied across the City. Proportions ranged from a low of
5.4% in Bullsbrook to a high of 25.2% in Altone. The five areas with the highest percentages were18:
 Altone (25.2%) (Beechboro, Lockridge and parts of Caversham)
 Ballajura (22.0%)
 Midland (15.7%)
 Midland CBD (14.8%)
Low Income Families
14.5% of the City of Swan's total households were classed as low income compared to 15.9% in
Greater Perth. While the City of Swan had a lower proportion of low income households, it is
important to note that this varied across the City. Proportions ranged from a low of 5.8% in The
Vines to a high of 24.2% in Midland. The five areas with the highest percentages were19:
 Midland (24.2%)
 Midland CBD (21.8%)
 Swan View (15.4%) (which includes Stratton)
 Swan Valley (15.3%) (which includes Middle Swan and parts of Caversham)
Public Housing
4.4% of the City of Swan's households were renting their dwelling from a government authority
(also known as Housing Commission) compared to 3.6% in Greater Perth. While the City of Swan had
a higher proportion of households who are renting from a government authority, this varied across
the City. Proportions ranged from a low of 0.0% in Gidgegannup to a high of 8.6% in Midland. The
five areas with the highest percentages were20:
 Midland (8.6%)
 Midland CBD (7.4%)
 Altone (6.3%) (Beechboro, Lockridge and parts of Caversham)
 Swan View (5.3%) (which includes Stratton)
 Ballajura (3.8%)

17

http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10043&SexKey=3&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=unemployment-rate&year=2011

18

http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10017&SexKey=3&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=non-english-speaking&year=2011
19 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10039&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=low-incomehouseholds&year=2011
2020
http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10059&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=renting-socialhousing&year=2011
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ABS data indicates that 1 in 3021 houses in Ellenbrook are Public Housing, however, this is a skewed
figure as the Department of Housing now utilises private rental dwellings under the National Rental
Affordability Scheme, to rent to low income families. Under this scheme rent is to be set at less than
75% of the market rent. What this means is low income families now rent houses in the private
rental market and the statistics for these families are hidden in private rental statistics. We know
anecdotally that this figure is around 1 in 9 houses22 in Ellenbrook.
The City of Swan's SEIFA score for 2011 is 1011. The five areas with the lowest SEIFA index scores
(i.e. the areas of highest disadvantage in the City of Swan), were23:
 Midland (927.5)
 Midland CBD (934.6)
 Altone (976.2) (Beechboro, Lockridge and parts of Caversham)
 Swan View (996.3) (which includes Stratton)
 Ballajura (1011.1)
See appendix:

21

http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10059&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=renting-social-housing&year=2011
Local Real Estate Agent information and http://www.dhw.wa.gov.au/HousingDocuments/CH_CHAP_Allocations_Policy.PDF
23 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10013&SexKey=3&datatype=2&themtype=2&topicAlias=socio-economicdisadvantage&year=2011
22
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2. Index of Socio-economic disadvantage (SEIFA) for the City of Swan
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ALTONE
Altone is bounded by Whiteman Park and Marshall Road in the north, Lord Street in the east, the
Tonkin Highway and Hepburn Avenue in the west and Morley Drive East and the City of Bayswater in
the South. Within this area, Communities for Children targets the suburbs of Beechboro,
Caversham, Kiara, and Lockridge. Altone’s population of 22,530 persons has not grown significantly
since the last census and is not predicted to grow into the future however the cultural diversity of
the area continues to change.

Particular Issues from Mapping







Significant number of vulnerable Aboriginal children and families. Second highest proportion
across City of Swan24.
Significant number of vulnerable CaLD children and families. Second highest proportion
across City of Swan25.
Barriers to access including transport26.
Lack of knowledge of support services available27.
Significant concerns about family violence and children’s safety28.
Impact on exponential population growth in adjacent ‘Urban Growth Corridor’ and lack of
infrastructure in this region means that services in Altone are being impacted. Demand on
services is significant eg childcare and primary schools.

The 2011 census indicates 4% of people within Altone identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
which is higher than the overall City of Swan Aboriginal and Islander population of 3%. In 2006, 22%
of the Altone population spoke a language other than English at home and this increased to 26% in
the 2011 census. This is significantly higher than for the overall City of Swan (16%) indicating
substantially cultural diversity within the suburb. The dominant language spoken at home for
people within the Altone area is Vietnamese with 4.3% of the population followed by Arabic with
2.2%29.
Between 2006 and 2011, the number of people who spoke a language other than English at home
increased by 1,133 or 25.5%, and the number of people who spoke English only increased by 303 or
2.1%. The largest changes in the spoken languages of the population in Altone between 2006 and
2011 were for those speaking:
 Vietnamese (+265 persons)
 Persian/Dari (+176 persons)
 Mandarin (+137 persons)
 Filipino/Tagalog (+121 person)
The majority (38%) of families living within the Altone area are couples with children, however a
quarter of all families within the area are one parent families and 8% identified as ‘other’ families in
the most recent census. Approximately 6% of the population live in social housing and 5.4% are
unemployed30. Approximately 30% of the population are children under 10 years of age31.

24

This is based on SEIFA, income and housing stress, concentration of public housing and AEDC results.
This is based on SEIFA, income and housing stress, concentration of public housing and AEDC results.
26 Swan Alliance parent surveys 2014 and Service Provider surveys 2014.
27 Swan Alliance parent surveys 2014 and Service Provider surveys 2014.
28 Good Neighbourhood Project Meeting, December 2014.Police data.
29 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/about?WebID=100
30 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2006 and 2011. Compiled and presented in profile.id by .id,
http://profile.id.com.au/swan/employment-status?BMID=40&WebID=100
31 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/about?WebID=100
25
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The Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) for schools in the Altone area ranges
from 85732 (Lockridge PS) to 942 (Beechboro PS) indicating the Altone area has greater socioeducational disadvantage than the majority of schools within Australia. Within Altone, Caversham
and Lockridge have the greatest number of students vulnerable in two or more of the AEDC
domains33.

Altone - 201134

Altone - 2014












Strong community understanding
of the importance of early years
Large CaLD population.
Significant Aboriginal population
Difficulties in engaging Aboriginal
families
Low SEIFA index = high
disadvantage
Lack of access to services
Significant percentage of children
who are developmentally
vulnerable (AEDC)








Urban Growth Corridor having large impact on
services in Altone (schools, child care, weekend sport,
health services etc).
Public transport is still poorly planned or not available
and is a barrier for some families.
Generational poverty, housing and income stress put
families under considerable strain.
A significant percentage of children are still
developmentally vulnerable (AEDC).
Police data indicates that there are concerns around
the incidence of family violence and the safety of
children35.
Cultural sensitivities and understanding between
service providers and families needs to be
strengthened.
Primary schools are working to engage CaLD families
in early years.

Altone Key Statistics:
1. Highest population density in City of Swan (16.68 persons per Square ha)
2. High proportion (compared with other regions) of Aboriginal people 4%.
3. Second highest proportion of people from a non-English Speaking Background (Culturally and
Linguistically Diverse) in City of Swan 25.2%. City of Swan average is 15.5%.
4. Dominant languages (other than English) are Vietnamese (4.2%), Arabic (2%), Cantonese (1.7%),
Mandarin (1.7%), Filipino/Tagalog (1.4%)36.
5. 5.5% of the population do not own a car, compared with City of Swan average of 4.8%.
6. 12% of households are experiencing Housing stress37.
7. 1,128 (15.2% of total population) families are low income families and earn less than $600 per
week38.

32

2012 My School statistics http://www.myschool.edu.au/
http://www.aedc.gov.au/data/data-explorer?id=47646
34 Communities for Children+ Community Strategic Plan 2011
35 Good Neighbourhood Project Meeting, December 2014.
36 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/language?WebID=100
37 Housing Stress: People are often defined as having housing stress if they have both relatively high housing costs and their income
falls in the bottom 40% of the income distribution
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/ProductsbyReleaseDate/9345AE9A3D907A0CCA256FB00072BD5A
38 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan/maps/low-income-households#MapNo=10039&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=lowincome-households&year=2011
33
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8. Unemployment rate of 5.5% is higher than the City of Swan and greater Perth average of 4.9%.
9. Low SEIFA score of 976, compared with the City of Swan average of 101439.

Altone Key needs identified for CfC activities – 2014










Stronger, safer families where children are safe and nurtured.
Children are ready for school and the transition to school is seamless and positive for children and
families.
Children aged 8-12 years are engaged in appropriate out of school activities.
CaLD and Aboriginal families in the early years are engaged in local schools and services.
The major issues facing families in Altone (from Service Providers) are: Lack of transport available
for families to attend key services (e.g. buses to Midland); lack of knowledge of services that are
available; generational poverty; family violence; isolation; and mental health issues.
From parent surveys40, major issues facing families in Altone included: No undercover areas at
parks; lack of places to go for issues; not enough riding paths or paths for walking; low income
families; crime, graffiti, rubbish; difficult to get info about what’s on for families; nothing after
school that is low cost and accessible; no services, including child centres to play, high school; no
transport; and bad access to public health services.
From parent surveys41, what families and children need in Altone include: undercover areas/shaded
in local parks; friendly people; counselling support; green lawns; for Altone to be clean and tidy;
subsidised holiday programs; safe activities for kids; and continued services for family wellbeing.

The key services that have come into Altone since 2011



PCYC (Police and Citizens Youth Club) – After School Mobile Youth Program, aimed at 12 year
olds and older.
Expansion in programs offered at Brockman Community House

BULLSBROOK
Bullsbrook is bounded by the Shire of Chittering in the north, Avon Valley National Park, the Avon
River and Walyunga National Park in the east, the Swan River, the Great Northern Highway, the
locality of Belhus, Ellen Brook, Railway Parade, Maralla Road, the proposed Perth-Darwin Highway,
Gnangara Road, Lord Street, the southern boundary of Whiteman Park, Marshall Road, Beechboro
Road North and Hepburn Avenue in the south, and the City of Wanneroo in the west.
Between 2006 and 2011, the number of people who spoke a language other than English at home
increased by 57 or 38.3%, and the number of people who spoke English only increased by 399 or
9.7%.

Particular Issues from Mapping




Out of school activities for children of all age groups.
Lack of suitable venues for parents to socialise eg coffee shops.
Rural locality with isolation issues42.

39

SEIFA (ABS) is based on 48 measures developed by ABS, the lower the score, the more disadvantage a community is experiencing.
Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
41 Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
42 Swan Alliance parent surveys 2014
40
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Barriers to access including transport43.
Support for families who have children with disabilities.
Family violence and mental health issues44.
Projected population growth and need for locally based services, but just outreaching into
the area (between 2011 and 2036, the population will increase by 7,479, which equates to a
378% increase in population)45.

Bullsbrook 201146
 Strong community
understanding of the
importance of the early
years
 Social isolation – rural
community and FIFO
 Lack of access to services
 Need for quality child
care.

Bullsbrook - 2014









Community frustration that essential services are still located in
outside areas (significant travel required to access).
Family violence and mental health issues are reported as a
growing concern by Service Providers.
Intensive support for vulnerable families with children under
five years old.
Support for families of children with disabilities.
Out of school activities for children of all age groups.
A need for central place providing parenting information &
place to socialise –reopen Bullsbrook Neighbourhood Centre or
other suitable location eg coffee shop.
Need for free or low cost family events.
Population growth is

Bullsbrook Key Statistics:
1. Low Housing and Population density, and low Culturally and Linguistically Diverse population
(5.3%).
2. Aboriginal population is 2.5% whilst the City of Swan average is 3%.
3. Dominant language is English, with 90.4% of population speaking it.
4. Children with disabilities: 4.9% of children aged 0-9 year old were identified as in need of
assistance in Bullsbrook as compared with the City of Swan average of 3.7%.
5. 10.3% of families are experiencing Mortgage stress, which are households in the lowest 40% of
incomes who are paying more than 30% of their usual gross weekly income on home loan
repayments47.
6. Unemployment rate of 3.6% is lower than the City of Swan and greater Perth average of 4.9%48.
7. Average SEIFA score of 1016, compared with the City of Swan average of 101449.
8. Residential development forecasts assume the number of dwellings in Bullsbrook will increase
by an average of 299 dwellings per annum to 9,455 in 203650.

Bullsbrook Key needs identified for CfC activities – 2014
 Support for isolated and vulnerable families with children under 5 years and opportunities to
43

Swan Alliance parent surveys 2014 and Service Provider surveys 2014.
Swan Alliance Service Provider surveys 2014.
45 http://forecast.id.com.au/swan/residential-development?WebID=120
46 Communities for Children+ Community Strategic Plan 2011
47 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan/maps/rentalstress#MapNo=10067&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=mortgage-stress&year=2011
48 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/employment-status?IBMID=30&BMIndigStatusID=0&es=2&WebID=120
49 SEIFA (ABS) is based on 48 measures developed by ABS, the lower the score, the more disadvantage a community is
experiencing.
44

50

http://forecast.id.com.au/swan/residential-development?WebID=120
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socialise.
 Support for families of children with disabilities. 4.9% of children aged 0-9 year old were
identified as in need of assistance as compared with the City of Swan average of 3.7%51.
 Out of school activities for children of all age groups.
 Low cost or free activities due to financial pressures.
 The major issues facing families in Bullsbrook ( from Service Providers) are: Lack of transport, family
violence and mental health issues.
 From parent surveys52, major issues facing families in Bullsbrook included: Public Transport, distance
to travel; Social Isolation; Lack of Facilities, including shops; limited things to do, less choice; not enough
variety of children sports/after school activities, children's activities, programs; No disability support; not
enough day-care; No easy way to get to school by foot or bike from nearby subdivisions; No mothers
groups; education standards.
 From parent surveys53, what families and children need in Bullsbrook include: Community Events,
More services ie, Shopping Centres, restaurants, Police station, swimming pool, dentist, medical facilities,
large daycare centre, gym, low cost, and after school activities for children in the community, activities for
youth. Services for families ie: Full time CHN, 3 year old kindy, community groups/hall, organised sport,
mums groups. More infrastructure, safe foot/bike paths, playgrounds

The key services that have come into Bullsbrook since 2011






Meerilinga Children services: Outreach based.
PCYC (Police and Citizens Youth Club) – After School Mobile Youth Program, aimed at 12 year
olds and older.
New child care centre built
City of Swan new Library and Community Centre precinct final plans ratified by community. Set
to be completed in 2015/16.
A private child-care centre has recently opened in Bullsbrook run by Kidz First Early Learning
Centre.

ELLENBROOK
Ellenbrook is bounded by Maralla Road in the north, Almeria Parade, Camarillo Street, Palamino
Parade, the locality of Upper Swan, Ellen Brook, Ellen Brook Drive, Aveley Road, Chateau Place,
Millhouse Road, West Swan Road and the locality of Henley Brook in the east, Gnangara Road,
Henley Brook Avenue and Park Street in the south, and Lord Street, Gnangara Road and the
proposed Perth-Darwin Highway in the west.
Rapid growth took place from the early 1990s, particularly with development of The Vines and seven
villages around the town centre at Ellenbrook. Growth continued between 2001 and 2011, with the
population nearly doubling every five years, a result of a significant number of new dwellings being
added to the area. Population growth is expected to continue. Ellenbrook is a recent and rapidly
developing residential area.
In 2016 Ellenbrook is forecast to have the highest fertility rate of 2.58 (births per woman), this is
expected to increase to 2.71 in 2036. We know that this is putting pressure on the provision of Child
Health Nurses and the need for this service is only going to increase.
51

http://profile.id.com.au/swan/assistance?es=2&WebID=120
Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
53 Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
52
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Particular Issues from Mapping








Highest birth rate across City of Swan. This will continue to increase until 2016. Big demand
on Child Health Nurses.
Mental Health issues are unable to be adequately addressed due to lack of services and
facilities eg Post Natal Depression.
Impact on exponential population growth in adjacent ‘Urban Growth Corridor’ and lack of
infrastructure in this region means that services in Ellenbrook are being impacted. Demand
on services is significant eg childcare, weekend sport and primary schools.
Lack of services based in Ellenbrook as majority of services outreach into the region.
Lack of public transport to access services continues to be a significant barrier.
Growing number of FIFO (Fly in Fly Out) families.
Isolation and family violence reported as being significant issues.

Ellenbrook- 201154








Strong community
understanding of the
importance of the early
years.
Large, rapidly increasing
population and high birth
rate. Resident population
16,000.
Increasing Aboriginal and
CaLD population.
Social isolation – new
housing estates and FIFO
Lack of access to services.

Ellenbrook - 2014


Exponential population growth. Resident population
(including Aveley) 30,000. Population has almost
doubled in past 3 years.
 75 births per month (2014).
 Population growth will peak in 2016, but birth rate will
continue to increase until 2027 (93 births per month).
 Mental health issues and family violence are listed as
significant and growing concerns by Service Providers.
 Ellenbrook has the highest Domestic Violence Incident
Reports in the Eastern Metropolitan Region of Perth55.
 Children reported that they do not feel safe in
Ellenbrook, especially due to fast cars and behaviour of
those older than them.
 Urban Growth Corridor having large impact on services
in Ellenbrook (schools, child care, health services etc.)
 Public transport is still poorly planned or not available56.
 Lack of employment support services available.
 Community facilities and resources are limited.
 8,740 houses currently being built in area, with a further
8,000 plots being developed (not yet on market)

54

Communities for Children+ Community Strategic Plan 2011
Koolkuna: Eastern Region Domestic Violence Services Network Inc. 2015
56 For people living in Ellenbrook who do not have their own transport and who need to access services in Midland, their
only means of public transport is by bus. As there is no direct bus route outlined from Ellenbrook to Midland, their only
option is to catch a bus from Ellenbrook (955/956) to Bassendean Train station and catch the train to Midland Train
station. This journey can take up to an hour each way.
55
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Ellenbrook Key Statistics:
1. Third highest population density in City of Swan (9.12 persons per Square ha).
2. Population growth will peak in 2016 (through births and migration) and births will continue to
increase to 93 per month in 202757.
3. Post Natal Depression national statistics indicate that up to 1 in 7 women experience PND,
however these statistics are only those reported, which means that at least 7 women (per
month) are potentially suffering from PND in Ellenbrook58.
4. Ellenbrook has the highest Domestic Violence Incident Reports in the Eastern Metropolitan
Region of Perth59.
5. Percentage population of Aboriginal people 2.2%, however that equates to 577 people.
6. Between 2006 and 2011, the number of people who spoke a language other than English at
home increased by 1,616 or 160.2%, and the number of people who spoke English only
increased by 9,704 or 78.1%60. This includes 30 families from South Sudan.
7. In 2011, the dominant age structure for persons in Ellenbrook was ages 0 to 4, which accounted for
10.4% of the total persons61.

8. Population of 0-12 year olds in Ellenbrook comprises 24.8% of the total population. City of
Swan average is less than 20%62.
9. The largest changes in the spoken languages in Ellenbrook between 2006 and 2011 were for
those speaking: Afrikaans (+272 persons); Arabic (+162 persons); Filipino/Tagalog (+96
persons); Gujarati (+86 persons).
10. 9% of households are experiencing Housing stress63.
11. 763 (8.9% of total population) families are classed as low income families and earn less than
$600 per week64.
12. Unemployment rate of 3.4% is lower than the City of Swan and Greater Perth average of 4.9%,
however employment support services are lacking.
13. SEIFA score of 1058, compared with the City of Swan average of 101465.

Ellenbrook Key needs identified for CfC activities – 2014







Support for CaLD and Aboriginal families in the early years.
Response to impact of very high birth rate.
Response to high rates of Domestic Violence reportage.
School readiness and parenting support for families in with children under 5 years
Support for children transitioning from primary to high school.
The major issues facing families in Ellenbrook (from Service Providers) are: Mental health
issues, lack of knowledge of services available, lack of transport, isolation and family violence.

57

Population and household forecasts, 2011 to 2036, prepared by .id the population experts, October 2013.
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
59
Koolkuna: Eastern Region Domestic Violence Services Network Inc. 2015
60 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/language?WebID=130
61 http://forecast.id.com.au/swan/population-age-structure?WebID=130
62 http://forecast.id.com.au/swan/population-age-structure?WebID=130
63 Housing Stress: People are often defined as having housing stress if they have both relatively high housing costs and their
income falls in the bottom 40% of the income distribution
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/ProductsbyReleaseDate/9345AE9A3D907A0CCA256FB00072BD5A
64 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan/maps/low-incomehouseholds#MapNo=10039&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=low-income-households&year=2011
65 SEIFA (ABS) is based on 48 measures developed by ABS, the lower the score, the more disadvantage a community is
experiencing.
58
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From parent surveys66, major issues facing families in Ellenbrook included: not enough
free/childrens activities/weekend activities. After school activities expensive, lack of safe play
areas; price of state swim; bullying by older children; transport; lack of
entertainment/facilities/ activities for teenagers, and pre-teens; need pool, rollerdrome; have
to travel for activities; Ellenbrook High School has terrible behaviour, and no capacity for
more students. Only 1 High School; getting to know other families, expensive, FIFO-no one to
watch kids; lack of services for children with special needs; speeding cars
From parent surveys67, what families and children need in Ellenbrook include: more free
events, more activities, family/teen activities, facilities egs pool, cinema, leisure complex.
Community events to prevent isolation; cycle paths for children, family friendly restaurants;
more trees, open spaces, ovals, playgrounds with fences, sunshades in playgrounds; train,
better public transport; better communication about events; another high school.



The key services that had come into Ellenbrook since 2011




66
67

Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre (MMRC) - Settlement Program
Ngala Early Parenting Support
PCYC (Police and Citizens Youth Club) – After School Mobile Youth Program, aimed at 12
year olds and older, 2 afternoons per week

Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
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MIDLAND
Midland is bounded by Middle Swan Road and the Roe Highway in the north, Morrison Road, Bushby
Street, the Great Eastern Highway, Ruby Street, the railway line and the Shire of Mundaring in the
east, Scott Street, Frederic Street, the Shire of Mundaring, the Roe Highway and the Helena River in
the south, and the railway line, the locality of Guildford and the Swan River in the west (City of Swan,
2013).
Analysis of the employment status (as a percentage of the labour force) in Midland in 2011
compared to the City of Swan shows that there was a lower proportion in employment, and a higher
proportion unemployed. Overall, 92.3% of the labour force was employed (52.8% of the population
aged 15+), and 7.7% unemployed (4.4% of the population aged 15+), compared with 95.2% and 4.8%
respectively for the City of Swan.

Particular Issues from Mapping







Significant number of vulnerable Aboriginal children and families. Highest proportion across
City of Swan68.
Increasing number of CaLD children and families, percentage increase has been 55% in past
5 years.
Major issues identified include: mental health, family violence and lack of knowledge of
support services available.
Highest proportion of low income households across City of Swan, this number is 24.2%
(1,232 households) as compared to average across City of Swan of 14.5%69.
Highest level of disadvantage across City of Swan70.
High levels of public housing, housing stress and unemployment71.

Midland- 201172









Strong community understanding
of the importance of the early
years
High number of services available
although not being accessed by
most vulnerable
Significant Aboriginal population
Increasing multi-cultural population
Difficulties in engaging Aboriginal
families
Low SEIFA Index
High single parent population
Significant percentage of children
are developmentally vulnerable

Midland - 2014
 Considerable active networks of agencies
Midland Early Years Action Group (MEYAG)
and Midland Family Service Network
(MFSN).
 Ongoing concerns about engagement with
Aboriginal community, including young
Aboriginal parents, Aboriginal fathers and
activities for middle years (8-12 year olds).
 Mental health issues and family violence are
significant and growing concerns as reported
by Service Providers. Anecdotally volatile
substance use is still a major contributing
factor to these issues.
 Perceptions of safety are concerns for children,
as they do not feel safe in their suburb and
would like it to be cleaner.

68

This is based on SEIFA, income and housing stress, concentration of public housing and AEDC results.
http://forecast.id.com.au/swan/population-age-structure?WebID=160
70 This is based on SEIFA, income and housing stress, concentration of public housing, unemployment rates and AEDC results.
71 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/about?WebID=160.
72 Communities for Children+ Community Strategic Plan 2011
69
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 Growing understanding and awareness of
culturally appropriate strategies to engage
families.
 28% of residents surveyed seek free or low
cost services for children and families.
 Strong evidence of emerging CaLD
communities.
 21 % of residents surveyed want safer, child
friendly parks.
 The Midland region remains highly
disadvantaged: low SEIFA score, high
unemployment, high levels of housing stress
and low income households.

Midland Key Statistics:
1. Highest proportion in City of Swan of Aboriginal people 4.7%. City of Swan average is
3%.
2. 15% of people are from a non-English Speaking Background (Culturally and
Linguistically Diverse). City of Swan average is 15.5%.
3. Between 2006 and 2011, the number of people who spoke a language other than
English at home increased by 629 or 54.4%, and the number of people who spoke
English only increased by 991 or 12.3%73.
4. The largest changes in the spoken languages in Midland between 2006 and 2011 were
for those speaking: Filipino/Tagalog (+221 persons); Hindi (+52 persons); Shona (+51
persons).
5. Highest proportion of low income households across City of Swan, this number is
24.2% (1,232 households) as compared to average across City of Swan of 14.5%74.
6. 12.9% of households are experiencing Housing stress75, as compared with the average
across City of Swan of 10.2%.
7. Unemployment rate of 8% is the highest in the City of Swan.
8. Lowest SEIFA score of 927 in City of Swan, compared with the City of Swan average of
101476.

Midland Key needs identified for CfC activities – 2014







Accessible activities targeting Aboriginal population.
Support Aboriginal fathers in raising their children.
Supporting Aboriginal families in transitioning children to school.
Supporting CaLD families in transitioning children to school.
Out of school activities to engage children in the middle years.
The major issues facing families in Midland (from Service Providers) are: Mental health
issues, family violence. Lack of knowledge of services available, lack of educational
opportunities and alcohol and other drug issues.
 From parent surveys77, major issues facing families in Midland included: Not enough
73

http://profile.id.com.au/swan/language?WebID=160
http://forecast.id.com.au/swan/population-age-structure?WebID=160
75 http://atlas.id.com.au/swan#MapNo=10215&SexKey=4&datatype=1&themtype=1&topicAlias=housingstress&year=2011
76 http://profile.id.com.au/swan/seifa-disadvantage?es=2&WebID=160
74
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things after school - study/homework groups; more organised sport; difficult if don’t
drive/transport/bus service, footpaths; parenting skills/social isolation; cost of living/
cost of activities/cost of rentals; where to find family things to do; getting to know
what's available; parking; unkempt parks; not enough safe, age-appropriate
playgrounds; not a lot of children’s activities/ family friendly activities for all ages;
speeding cars; motorbikes, unlicensed off road going thru parks at high speed; busy
roads; not much for older children/no facilities, e.g. pool, rollerdrome; bad influences,
crime, drugs, violence; services for children with special needs; nothing in South
Guildford
 From parent surveys78, what families and children need in Midland include: Wet areas
for winter activities; Indoor play centre; Free /low cost Activities/playgroups/ after
school/community and family events, e.g. movies on the oval; Christmas carols; cycle
paths for kids; Swimming facilities/waterslides; Parks: safer parks, similar to Volcano
park (Belmont) Woodbridge; Woodbridge for toddlers, Exercise equipment in parks;
open spaces and nature; after school homework, study group; education and
understanding; more people to be friendly; looking after old trees, cleaning the streets;
to move to a safer area; more accessible housing.

The key services that had come into Midland since 2011





77
78

Medicare local
Swan Support School Hub (Smith Family)
HeadSpace (mental health services for young people)
Parent and Child Centres (State and federally funded): Middle Swan, Clayton View.

Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.
Swan Alliance Parent Surveys 2014.See appendix 8.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 2014
Community engagement is one of the priorities of the Swan Alliance. It is the core of good
community development, hence, considerable time and energy has been invested into ensuring that
these processes have been done with integrity. Listening to the voices of community members and
their perception of assets, issues and needs is paramount. The table below represents the scope of
our community consultation7.Community Engagement and Consultation.
Communities for Children
Places

Mode of consultation

Individual interviews

Altone
Place
13

Bullsbrook
Place
39

Ellenbrook
Place
34

Services Providers
interviews

28

Children’s consultations

246

Community Partner
interviews

11

Midland
Place
46

In total 417 individuals (children, community members, services and agencies)
were consulted with across Communities for Children’s four places.

Community Engagement and Consultation
We did the following:
1.
An online survey of Community Partners and Service Providers in the Communities for
Children ‘Places’. There were 39 respondents in total79.
2.
Community Engagement surveys done across all four Place areas, including 39 people
from Bullsbrook, 34 people from Ellenbrook, 46 from Midland and 13 from Altone. The
total number of community members consulted was 13280.
3.
We also visited a large number of schools through the Voice of the Child consultation
initiative and in total we consulted with 246 children81.
Key Statistics from Individual Interviews:
 20% of those interviewed had only one child whilst 45% had two and a further 21% had
three children. This accounts for 86% of those interviewed.
 84% of those interviewed had children in the zero to twelve age range.
 81% of those interviewed lived in a two parent household, whilst 16% were a single parent
with children.
 67% of those interviewed were Australian born, which included 4% Aboriginal people. 24%
were overseas born with 5% identifying English as their second language.
 61% of those interviewed owned or had mortgages on their homes, whilst 26% were renting.
8% lived in public housing.
 81% of those interviewed had visited a Child Health Nurse (CHN). Over a third (35%) stopped
attending a CHN when their child was between 1-2 years, whilst 23% ceased between 6-12
months. A further 11% stopped between 2-4 years.
79

Findings from this survey are in Appendix 10 & 11.
Findings from this consultation are in Appendix 8.
81 Findings from this consultation are in Appendix 9.
80
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Facebook (28%) is the most popular way that those interviewed would like to receive
information about activities. This is followed by a newsletter (15%), website (14%) and
newspaper (13%). Only 7% identified that their local Library was their preferred method, and
8% indicated their local Community Centre or phone App.

See appendix: 8. Key Statistics from Individual Interviews:

Community Partner Interviews
The majority of Swan Alliance’s Community Partners were interviewed and identified issues that
they considered to be ongoing concerns. The three dominant themes were nurturing peer support
and community networks, strengthening parent and child relationships and linking parents with
services and supports.
A complete table of these issues is listed in Appendix: 11.Community Partner Interviews.

Voice of the Children summary 2014
Children’s Feedback
In the preparation to incorporate the voice of the children and young people into the heart of the
Swan Alliance Communities for Children decision making process, we were guided by the principles
of the UNICEF on the rights of the child to consult with children at the primary school age by using
the UNICEF framework and the nine building blocks that determine the Child Friendly City and
Community.
UNICEF Child friendly City
A Child-friendly City is a system of good local governance committed to the fullest implementation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Large cities, medium-size towns as well as smaller
communities- even in rural settings – are all called to ensure that their governance gives priority to
children and involve them in decision-making processes (UNICEF, 2004).
The child-friendly cities initiative according to the framework for action document has emerged in
recognition of several worldwide trends including: “the rapid transformation and urbanization of
global societies; the growing responsibilities of municipal or local government and community for
their populations in the context of decentralisation; and consequently, the increasing importance of
cities and towns within the national political and economic systems” (UNICEF, 2004).
The guiding principle behind the initiative is also that safe and supportive environments nurture
children of all ages with opportunities for recreation, learning, social interaction, psychological
development and cultural expression and promote the highest quality of life for its young citizens.
The building process is synonymous with implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child in a local governance setting. The nine elements include:
1. Children’s participation:
Promoting
children’s
active
involvement in issues that affect
them; listening to their views and
taking them into consideration in
decision-making processes
2. A child friendly legal framework:
Ensuring legislation, regulatory
frameworks and procedures which
consistently promote and protect
the rights of all children
3. A city-wide Children’s Rights
Strategy:
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4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

Developing a detailed, comprehensive strategy or agenda for building a Child Friendly City,
based on the Convention.
A Children’s Rights Unit or coordinating mechanism:
Developing permanent structures in local government to ensure priority consideration of
children’s perspective
Child impact assessment and evaluation:
Ensuring that there is a systematic process to assess the impact of law, policy and practice
on children – in advance, during and after implementation.
A children’s budget:
Ensuring adequate resource commitment and budget analysis for children
A regular State of the City’s Children Report:
Ensuring sufficient monitoring and data collection on the state of children and their rights
Making children’s rights known:
Ensuring awareness of children’s rights among adults and children
Independent advocacy for children:
Supporting non-governmental organisations and developing independent human rights
institutions – children’s ombudspeople or commissioners for children – to promote
children’s rights.

The meaningful involvement of children themselves is a necessary condition for building a Child
Friendly City. Children have a right to be heard and to have their views given due weight in decisionmaking. Continuing attention is of course needed to the nature of children’s involvement and voice:
consulting with children can be cosmetic, and in any case babies and very young children are going
to need effective representation of their rights and needs. But the process is not sufficient, and it is
not an end in itself. It is the means to achieving sensitive implementation of their rights – real
practical improvements in their lives.
Children’s Consultation
During in the Consultation process, the Swan Alliance with other partners in the region consulted
with over 200 children across all four Places in the City of Swan and the surrounding. Below are the
respond of the children based on each area of Altone, Bullsbrook, Ellenbrook and Midland.
The Communities for Children took this initiative and ask the children the following questions in
consulting with Children in this area,
1. What’s GREAT about living in your community?
2. What are things that WORRY or concern you in your community?
3. What do you want your community to look like?
4. What resources/services are available for children and families in your community?
5. What would be good things for children and families to do together in your community?
See appendix: Children’s Consultation: Summary of findings from each Place
When children were asked about what is great in the community, they were quick to identify most
of the recreational facilities that are available at their neighborhood such as playgrounds, Skate
Parks, Water Parks and nature play areas including bush walking.
The other question that the children were very open and willing to give their opinion was about
what worries them most in their area especially Ellenbrook and Midland area children. Safety of
children in the Midland area was on the top of the list, because children did express significant
concern about drunk people, fighting on the streets, breaking into cars, thieves and breaking into
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houses and hooning. In the Ellenbrook area, the major concern was about teenagers fighting which
is fuelled by social media and internet violence and fear of been hit by cars when walking to school
and the shops.
With regards to what children want their community to look like in the future, there is considerable
similarity across all four areas, and below is a summary of the key themes:
• Safe places and places without crimes and worries
• Free sporting and recreational activities for all children
• More recreational facilities such as swimming pool and playgrounds
• Clean and tidy environment and more of nature play areas
• More open space and fun places to hung out with friends and family members
• Effective and efficient transport network to connect all areas and places that most of young
people spend their time in
• Community with all neighbourhood being friendly to one another
• A community in which everyone listens to each other and helps one another
• Community with more green spaces and community garden
• Clean community with free Wi-Fi and has a job for everyone
• Happy and healthy community
• A community with friendly police and schools
When the children were asked about what resources and services that are available in their
neighborhood, they came up with the follow list of services and resources.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shops and food hall
Banks and medical centre
Recreational facilities such as Parks, Skate parks, Playgrounds, Community Gardens
School, Churches, Day Cares, Library and especially Kids section
Sporting Clubs, such as soccer, rugby, footy, cricket, basketball, netball
Water park and Whiteman Park
Drama school/hip-hop program

The last question was about what would be the good things that the children and their families
should do together in their community, it was amazing to see children coming up with things that
will help them connected more with their parents. Below is the list of the things that children came
up with.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do the park activities together including BBQ and picnic
Go swimming at the local community pool
Go fishing and camping
Community bike rides or rides together
Go to the family social events including movie nights
Do some work together in the community garden
Go to adventure world or Maze and Outback Splash
Attend sporting activities together
Go to the Museum and zoo
Go bowling
Go the church every Sunday
Do work together at home
Go out together on the weekend
Go on holiday together
Attend events together
Play on the computer together
Help others who are in need
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•

Organize community talent shows

The following themes emerged in particular when we consulted with Aboriginal children.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Family connections are primary
Friend connections are very important
Aboriginal children thrive through strong connections
Aboriginal children have solid aspirations
Aboriginal children want to be heard
Local family groups have strong connections in schools

Following our initial Voice of the Child consultations, we were thrilled to partner with the
Commissioner for Children and Young People (CCYP) in their “Consultation with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People”82, and consult with a further 168 children. The
results of this consultation will be available in mid 2015.
The children came up with the following suggestions as a way forward regarding their status in the
community as key and equal stakeholders.
Suggestions by children during consultations







To organize kids committees in four areas of the City of Swan
To have more children forum like this for children to hear children views regarding anything
in the community
To increase kids participation in all community activities
Raise awareness about the right of children to be heard, participate, protected and to be
free to meet friends to play with
Adult to listen to children opinion and ideas regarding any children program, project and
other that will affect everyone in the community
To increase children social gathering and other fun activities

Please refer to grid summaries in appendix for comprehensive information.Children’s Consultation:
Summary of findings from each Place

CONCLUSION
The Swan Alliance Communities for Children are committed to listening to the community in an
authentic and transparent way now and into the future. Working to collaboratively respond to
community need is our core business.
We acknowledge that this document has its limitations, and want to work positively towards
strengthening current community assets and addressing community gaps walking alongside the
community.
Lastly, and most importantly, we would like to recognise children as our greatest community assets
and commit to them as valued community members.
We look forward to journeying with you.

82

http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/content/Consultation-with-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-children.aspx
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SERVICES: ASSETS AND GAPS
A number of documents were synthesised for themes. The themes identified coalesce with the Place
findings, particularly around mental health, services in each of the Places and barriers to access.
These reports included:


Perinatal Infant Mental Health (PIMH) service gaps within the Swan region. St John of God
(2012).



Swan Region Aboriginal Community(s) Consultation Summary Report – Indigenous
Children and Family Centre (2010)



NAIDOC WEEK Midland 2014



The Western Australian Aboriginal Child Health Survey (WAACHS) 2002

Please refer to appendix for full report summaries: 12.Services: Assets and Gaps (Reports reviewed)

INFORMATION SUMMARIES FOR FURTHER REFERENCE
A number of key documents have been generated throughout this process, in addition to
this document. They are designed to augment the data contained here. These include:
1. Communities for Children Plus Place and Activities Map 2013.
2. Individual Place Maps including Schools data for Bullsbrook, Altone, Midland and
Ellenbrook.
3. Community Asset and Gap Grids for each Place.

These are available from Swan Alliance upon request.
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1. Key Demographic Data: City of Swan
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2. Index of Socio-economic disadvantage (SEIFA) for the City of Swan
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Percentage of children developmentally vulnerable (%)

3.Australian Early Development
Census (AEDC)

Emotional
maturity

Language
and
cognitive
skills
(schoolbased)

9.3

7.6

6.8

9.0

22.0

9.8

8.4

8.3

8.6

9.1

23.0

10.8
11.2

8.6

8.9

6.3

9.3

10.2

22.7

10.9

Number
of
children

Physical
health
and
wellbeing
ⱡ

Australia

289,973

9.3

Western Australia

32,158

Swan community

1,625

Swan community 2012

Social
competence

Communication
skills and general
knowledge

Vulnerable on
one or more
domains of
the AEDC

Vulnerable
on two or
more
domains of
the AEDC

SEIFA
Score ^

N/A
N/A
N/A

Local Community
Beechboro

214

3.3

9.5

5.3

10.9

11.4

21.4

10.9

986.34

Bellevue (Koongamia/Clayton View)

26

26.1

8.7

8.7

8.7

21.7

43.5

17.4

969.96

Bullsbrook

58

5.5

5.4

1.8

1.8

1.8

8.9

3.6

1023.11

Caversham/West Swan

57

5.5

7.4

9.3

16.7

13

26.4

18.5

1024.51

482

9.7

6.6

6.1

8.8

8.7

21.5

10

1052.98

Kiara

30

10

10

6.9

6.7

3.3

17.2

10

1011.53

Lockridge

52

5.9

11.8

11.8

11.5

11.5

25.5

15.7

894.52

Middle Swan/Viveash/Woodbridge

49

4.3

8.7

4.4

6.5

2.2

17.8

4.3

986.53

Midland

48

16.7

14.3

4.8

7.1

14.3

28.6

19

896.76

Stratton

66

9.5

27

17.7

14.3

17.5

36.5

23.8

944.15

Upper Swan/Henley Brook

41

7.9

16.2

7.7

7.7

10.8

21.6

13.5

1050.21

Ellenbrook
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4.Percentage of Aboriginal Children in Care 2014 and 2013

Percentage of Aboriginal Children in Care 2014
(Midland compared to metropolitan average)
Source: Department for Child Protection and Family Support - Midland office 2015
50
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41.4

41.8

41.5

Metro 2014

40

38

36
Nov

Oct

Sept
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July

June

May

Apr

Mar

Feb

Jan
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Percentage of Aboriginal Children in Care 2013
(Midland compared to metropolitan average)
Source: Department for Child Protection and Family Support - Midland office 2015

50.4

50

50

49.3

49

49

49.6

49

48.2

47.9
48

47.2
46.5

46
44.8
Midland 2013

43.6

44
41.8

Metro 2013

42.8

42.3

41.8

42

41.2

41.3

41

40.9

40.6

40.3

39.6

39.9
39.3

40

38

36
Dec

Nov

Oct
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July

June

May
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Feb

Jan

Dec-12
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5.Child Immunisation Rates
“New vaccination figures show children in Western Australia are being immunised at lower rates
than their interstate counterparts. Figures for Indigenous immunisation in WA are worse, with just
72 per cent of one year old Aboriginal children in the Perth catchment fully vaccinated’83.

“All Australian children should have completed their childhood immunisations in the
National Immunisation Program Schedule before they turn 5. The aim is to ensure that by
the time children start school, they have maximum protection if they come into contact with
harmful viruses and bacteria.”84(page 6) Within the Perth Central and East Metro Medicare
Local catchment area the following statistics apply:
Age

Perth Central and East Metro
Medicare Local Catchment Area

National Immunization Rate

% All children
immunized

% Aboriginal
Children
immunized

% All children
immunized

% Aboriginal
Children
immunized

1 year

90.1

76.4

91.2

85.2

2 years

89.7

86.4

92.5

92

5 years

88.6

82.8

91.5

92.1

Report 1: Health Communities: Immunisation Rates
The Medicare Local catchments vary substantially in population size. In a Medicare Local catchment
with a large population, a high percentage of children who are fully immunised can conceal a high
number of children who are not fully immunised (page 8)85.

83 ABC News. (2013). WA lags in immunisation rates. On-line: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-04-11/wa-lags-in-immunisation-rates/4622546

84

National Health Performance Authority (2014) Healthy Communities: Immunisation rates for children in 2012–13. p.6. Commonwealth of Australia.

National Health Performance Authority (2014) Healthy Communities: Immunisation rates for children in 2012–13. P. 8 Commonwealth of Australia

85
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6. AEDC data Schools relevant to Communities for Children Place areas.

Altone
Place:

Total
Enrolments

Indigenous
Students %

Language background other than
English %

ICSEA Score
Average is 1000

Schools
Information
Lockridge PS
2013

238

29%

28%

874

2012

244

31%

25%

857

2011

261

30%

22%

846

2010

229

27%

22%

847

2013

428

10%

41%

944

2012

474

8%

41%

942

2011

505

8%

33%

936

2010

530

7%

35%

936

2013

413

11%

25%

954

2012

383

11%

19%

931

2011

385

9%

21%

923

2010

387

6%

18%

925

Beechboro PS

East Beechboro PS

West Beechboro PS
2013

469

8%

37%

979

2012

448

10%

31%

940

2011

421

12%

30%

926

2010

438

10%

29%

933

2013

171

2%

6%

1014

2012

154

1%

7%

977

2011

150

2%

11%

955

Caversham PS
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Midland Place:
Schools
Information

Total
Enrolments

Indigenou
s
Students
%

Language
background
other than
English %

ICSEA
Score.
Average
is 1000

AEDC: vulnerable
on one or more
domains.
Averages
Australia: 22%
Western
Australia: 23%
Swan
Community:
22.7%

AEDC:
vulnerable on
two or more
domains.
Averages
Australia: 10.8%
Western
Australia: 11.2%
Swan
Community:
10.9%

28.6%

19.0%

36% (2009)

11.5% (2009)

43.5%

17.4%

33.3% (2009)

20% (2009)

36.5%

23.8%

39.3% (2009)

22.6% (2009)

17.8%

4.3%

23.2% (2009)

9.3% (2009)

Moorditj Noongar Community College
2013

109

100%

3%

591

2012

115

100%

0%

627

2011

113

99%

-

593

Midvale PS (Midland AEDI region)
2013

393

21%

32%

873

2012

370

22%

31%

856

2011

321

25%

28%

847

2010

314

29%

22%

831

Clayton View PS (Bellevue region)
2013

143

27%

6%

868

2012

151

28%

4%

835

2011

149

31%

5%

833

2010

149

30%

4%

834

Middle Swan PS (Stratton region)
2013

525

18%

6%

908

2012

580

18%

5%

898

2011

561

19%

6%

884

2010

565

20%

2%

877

Swan View PS (Middle Swan region)
2013

448

17%

9%

938

2012

424

18%

3%

914

2011

430

16%

2%

915

2010

414

14%

5%

920
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Ellenbrook
Place:

Total
Enrolments

Indigenous
Students %

Primary School

Language
background
other than
English %

ICSEA
Score.
Average
is 1000

Malvern Springs PS (opened in 2011)
2013

481

5%

25%

1006

2012

316

7%

14%

985

Ellenbrook PS (oldest school in region)
2013

572

6%

18%

1005

2012

605

5%

18%

967

2011

679

4%

16%

961

2010

694

4%

15%

966

Arbor Grove PS (opened in 2004 with 123 students)
2013

681

8%

17%

1008

2012

639

9%

9%

986

2011

658

6%

8%

977

2010

640

4%

9%

981

Ellen Stirling PS (opened in 2008)
2013

694

6%

16%

977

2012

674

6%

12%

971

2011

699

5%

20%

969

2010

559

6%

11%

970

Bullsbrook
College 2013

Indigenous
Students %

Language
background
other than
English %

ICSEA
Score

AEDCI:
vulnerable
on one or
more
domains
2012

Bullsbrook
College K-12

2%

6%

968

8.9%
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7.Community Engagement and Consultation
8. Key Statistics from Individual Interviews:

How many children do you have?
6+
5%

1
20%

5
2%
4
7%
3
21%

2
45%
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9. Children’s Consultation: Summary of findings from each Place
Questions
1. What’s
GREAT about
living in your
community?

2.

Altone Place

Bullsbrook Place

•
•
•

What are
things that
WORRY or
concern you
in your
community?

3. What do you
want your
community to
look like?

Ellenbrook Place
• Parks and playgrounds,
• shops, skate park,
• Kids section in the library,
• safe and clean,
• good places to hangout,
• water park, Closer to maze,
• good walking places, Big oval,
• Trees and nature playground.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean with no litter and graffiti
Playgrounds catering for all
ages
Free Wi-Fi
Drink fountains
Free sporting equipment
Community Pools
Community BBQ space
Skate parks

•
•
•
•
•
•

Child friendly environment
Clean and tidy place
More recreational activities
Fun places to hang out with
friends and families
Community with jobs for
everyone
Helpful, caring and safe place
for everyone

•

•
•
•
•
•

Teenagers fighting,
Cars when crossing roads,
strangers on street, Gangs &
robbers,
Littering,
people who kill animals on the
road, drunk people,
social media and internet
violence

To have efficient and effective
public transport available e.g.
Ellenbrook Train
To have community cinema in
walking distant
Swimming pool and waterslide
To be a Safe place
Happy and healthy people
Clean and tidy place

Midland Place
• Parks and playgrounds,
• shops, skate park,
• sports grounds, safe and clean,
• good places to hang out movies,
• many friends around,
• Trees and nature playground,
library, and swimming pool.
 music, dance, art
 My family are close
•
 Drunk people, Don’t know each
other,

strangers on street,
 racing cars & car accidents,
 Fighting, thieves & breaking
into houses, stealing,
 people swearing on the street,
cars, criminal activities,
 negative things said on TV,
 cigarettes, bad behaviors,
smashing of cars,
 getting lost, loud noise of cars
 not enough safety education
 racism
 Happy place where people help
one another
 Safe place
 To have more nature places to
hang out with friends and
families
 Clean and tidy place
 Place with No worries
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•


I want everyone to learn
more money for schools and
community

•

Healthy people and
environment

•

To have more recreational
activities, sporting centre’s and
nature play areas
More community farms
To have more friendly school

•
•



•
•

A Place with more friendly
neighbours , teachers and
police
A place free of all crimes
more houses and more food in
people’s houses
be clean and more money for
community
to always see my family
a beautiful area
programs for kids
To have my family close by
Basketball courts, netball,
football clubs, rugby club, Skate
parks, parks and playground,
schools, churches,
McDonald, shops, play with my
family,
Hospital
hip-hop program,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Go out on the weekend
Go on holidays
Attend events
Ride bikes
Play on the computer
Help others who are in need
Go to the park together
Go to the Church
Go for Picnics,
Go to the zoo





•
4. What
resources/
services are
available for
children and
families in
your
community?

•
•
•
•

•
•
5.

What would
be good
things for
children and
families to do
together in
your
community?

•
•
•
•

Parks, Skate parks,
Playgrounds, Community
Gardens
School, Day Cares, Library
Sporting Clubs, Police, Fire
and Petrol Station
Shopping Centre’s, Kiara Food
Hall Liquor Land
Pharmacy, Dentist, Medical
Centre
Park activities including BBQ’s
Swimming at the community
pool
Fishing and camping
Community bike rides
Making use of the Swan River
Family social events including
movie nights (UNICEF, 2004)
• Community plantation days

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shops/IGA , Petrol Station,
Fire station, Post Office, Bank
School, Child Care Centre,
Library, Playgroup
Medical Centre , Chemist, Vet
Centre
School Playground, Parks, The
Shack, Sport centre ,










Playgrounds, skate park, park
Water park and Whitman Park
Touch Rugby
The vines resort
Drama and sport clubs
Good foods
Kids section in the library
The Shop, schools and police
station

Do Park activities including
picnics
Organize community talent
shows
Organize family and
community sports
Go to the Maze and out back
Splash
Organize free activities for
everyone
Go to family and community
dancing
Playing golf and swimming











Go to adventure world
Go local pools, sport centres
Go to the Museum and park
Go to the maze and movies
Go the sea world
Go for bowling
Go the church every Sunday
Go the zoo
Work together at home





•

•
•
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What's great about where you
live?
There are good
places to hang out
15%
It's Safe and
Clean
16%
The Sports Grounds
(including Basketball
Courts)
18%

Most important things in life to
you?
Somthing
else
2%

Parks and
Playgrounds
19%

My phone
7%

My Sport
17%

The Shops
The Skate 19%
Parks
13%

My Family
32%
My School
19%

My Friends
23%
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10. Service Provider Feedback:

We have broken the Swan region up into distinct 'places'. These places are:
1. Ellenbrook (the Ellenbrook town centre and surrounding villages)
2. Altone (the suburbs of Beechboro, Kiara, Caversham and Lockridge)
3. Midland (the suburbs of Koongamia, Middle Swan, Midland, Midvale and Stratton) 4.
Bullsbrook (The rural township of Bullsbrook)
Please indicate which 'place/s' you predominantly work in:

120.0%
100.0%
80.0%
60.0%
40.0%
20.0%
0.0%

Ellenbrook

Altone

Midland

Bullsbrook

Waiting list time

Knowledge of services
available

Cultural barriers

Language barriers

Mental Health issues

Isolation

Lack of transport

Alcohol and other drug issues

Homelessness or risk of
homelessness
Lack of educational
opportunities

Family violence

Generational poverty

90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%

Lack of understanding of real
needs of children and families
History and perceived
reputation of services as a…

Service Providers ALTONE: What do you see as the major
issues/gaps affecting children from the 0-12 age group, their
families and communities? (you may select more than once
response)
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History and perceived reputation
of services as a barrier to…

History and perceived
reputation of services as…

Lack of understanding of
real needs of children…

Waiting list time

Knowledge of services
available

Cultural barriers

Language barriers

Mental Health issues

Isolation

Lack of transport

Alcohol and other drug
issues

Lack of educational
opportunities

Homelessness or risk of
homelessness

Family violence

Generational poverty

100.0%
90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%

Lack of understanding of real
needs of children and families

Waiting list time

Knowledge of services available

Cultural barriers

Language barriers

Mental Health issues

Isolation

Lack of transport

Alcohol and other drug issues

Lack of educational
opportunities

80.0%

Homelessness or risk of
homelessness

90.0%

Family violence

Generational poverty

Service Providers MIDLAND: What do you see as the major
issues/gaps affecting children from the 0-12 age group, their families
and communities? (you may select more than once response)

Service providers ELLENBROOK: What do you see as the major
issues/gaps affecting children from the 0-12 age group, their families and
communities? (you may select more than once response)

70.0%

60.0%

50.0%

40.0%

30.0%

20.0%

10.0%

0.0%

BULLSBROOK
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IDENTIFIED GAP/UNMET NEED

Playgroups in Schools
Altone Family Learning
Playgroups in the Park
PGWA Mother baby Attachment
VSwans
Clan Home Visiting
Ellenbrook and Bullsbrook supported
playgroups
Swan Emergency Strong Fathers
Midland Young Parents Study Program



Social isolation (parents and
FIFO families)

































Positive after school
recreational activities





Linking parents with
services and supports

Parent/child relationships

Peer support and
community networks

Transition to school for
children and families

Support for children who
have a parent with a mental
health issue



Foster parent support



Support for children with
developmental issues

Sole parent support

11.Community Partner Interviews
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12.Services: Assets and Gaps (Reports reviewed)
Perinatal Infant Mental Health (PIMH) service gaps within the Swan region.
The Swan PIMH service gaps identified via the various consultation methods relate to the PIMH
needs of the whole Swan region:




















Limited awareness of local sources of information and support for perinatal and infant mental
health care.
Lack of formal and consistent communication and referral processes between perinatal and
infant mental health care services.
No community-specific perinatal and infant mental health care pathways.
Inconsistent PIMH knowledge base of local health professionals.
Lack of specialised services provided locally (e.g. close to home).
Insufficient number of support services providing ‘low cost’ mental health care providing both
individual and group therapy.
Limited number of programs that specifically focus on the parent infant relationship.
Limited number of services with expertise in working with Aboriginal families.
Limited early intervention access points for families to identify areas of perinatal and infant
mental health need and support.
Insufficient access to affordable crèche facilities – there are limited spaces and operating hours.
Lack of social and emotional wellbeing antenatal education and information provided to families.
Inability to access critical services in:
Child Development
Parenting Support
Home Visiting (particularly, practical support)
Lack of knowledge of the specific needs of young parents, fathers and Aboriginal families.
Lack of attention to anxiety disorders in the perinatal and infant mental health periods.
Limited services for individuals requiring support for anxiety issues during the perinatal and infant
mental health periods.
Inadequate identification and treatment of at risk clients antenatally.
Lack of services to support clients with complex perinatal and infant mental health issues and
other psychosocial risk factors such as drug and alcohol problems, domestic violence,
homelessness and contact with the justice system.
Lack of process to identify new families to the area that may require support (St John of God
Social Outreach, 2013).

Swan Region Aboriginal Community(s) Consultation Summary Report – Indigenous Children and Family
Centre (2010)
In 2010, the City of Swan was commissioned by the Department of Education to facilitate
consultation with Swan Region Aboriginal Community to have input into the location of the Children
and Family Centre in Swan Region and provision of preferred services run from the Centres;
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Key findings from the
consultation:
Survey participants
Indigenous/non
Indigenous:

Preferred Services:

Total surveys completed :215
130 (60%)
3 (1.5%)
33 (15.5%)
49 (23%)
123 (57%)
115 (53%)
103 (48%)
101 (47%)
86 (40%)
20 (9%)

Other services:

Access
requirements:

Barriers to Use of
Services (information
collected by Curtin
University)

103 (48%)
33 (15%)
5 (2%)
1 (0.5%)

Aboriginal
Torres Strait Islander
Other ethnic background
Did not provide the information
Parent and family support service (information,
counselling and specialists;
language and cultural programs;
Speech pathology and hearing;
Early learning programs (3 year old kindy and
facilitated playgroups);
Child and maternal health services (new babies &
pregnancy);
Disability services
 Activities for Elders and seniors;
 Dad’s programs – young and old;
 Counselling for mothers (post natal depression);
 Hygiene classes;
 Crèche;
 Tutoring;
 Women’s business;
Public transport or community bus (key requirement to
centres);
Provision of quality Child Care;
Respectful workers;
Aboriginal worker;
Enhancing Aboriginal Maternal and Child Health;
Services need to be Culturally appropriate;
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NAIDOC 86 WEEK Midland 2014
The Midland NAIDOC Community event held on Tuesday 8 July2014. About 800 people attended
this event, many came from metro and country areas to enjoy great food, entertainment and many
stalls from local service providers and agencies. The following are responses to an evaluation given
out on the day.

Total surveys completed - Adult

25

What do you like about living in your
community?

What are the challenges for Aboriginal
children and families in your
community?

How can community organisations
support your family?

If you were to look for children and
family activities in the area, where
would you go to find the information?

Total surveys completed - Child
What is great about living in your
surburb?

What do you want the community
(where you live) to look like?

86




































Quiet and peaceful;
A strong sense of community among our mob;
I love being Aboriginal;
Related to everyone;
Domestic violence;
Expense of sporting and activities for children;
Racism;
Homelessness;
Employment;
Not enough activities for children;
Shame factor;
Acceptance;
Rent is expensive;
Overcrowding;
Drugs and alcohol;
Suicide;
Financial support?
Advice;
Being there;
Financial assistance for children’s sport and activities;
I will take whatever;
Creating a peaceful place to live;
School holiday activities
Free activities;
Internet;
Phone book;
Word of mouth;
Local paper;
Facebook;
Community centre;
Shopping centre;
Karnany;
Midland;
School;












Safe local parks and playgrounds;
Child friendly shops;
Safe skate park;
Enough sporting clubs and activities;
Safe and clean place;
Safe place for parents and children;
Clean/no littering;
A friendly community/kindness;
Safe places for kids;
Happy place;

30

National Aboriginal and Islanders Day Observance Committee
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What would be good things for
children and families to do together/
What things are available for children
and families in your community (your
suburb)?

















Parks;
More trees;
Sporting activities;
Go to parks/picnics;
Fairs, fetes and events;
Sporting clubs;
Shops;
DCP;
Health services;
Pools;
Doctors;
PCYC;
Circus;
Dancing;
Parks;

The Western Australian Aboriginal Child Health Survey (WAACHS) 2002
WAACHS 2002 provides a robust scientific evidence-base of the intergenerational effects on today’s
Indigenous children and their carers of past child removal practices. The WAACHS surveyed the
health and wellbeing of 5,289 Western Australian Indigenous children aged 0-17 years and their
carers.
In the survey, around 12.3 per cent of primary carers and 12.3 per cent of secondary carers reported
they had been subject to such separation. Carers were also asked whether either of their parents
had been forcibly separated from their natural family. Some 20.3 per cent of the mothers of primary
carers (e.g. grandmothers of the survey children) and 12.6 per cent of the fathers of primary carers
(e.g. grandfathers of the survey children) had been forcibly separated.
Among all of the Aboriginal children and young people living in Western Australia, 35.3 per cent
were found to be living in households where a carer or a carer’s parent (e.g. grandparent) was
reported to have been forcibly separated from their natural family.
It was found that carers who had been forcibly separated from their natural families (compared with
carers of Aboriginal children who had not been forcibly separated) were:






1.95 times more likely to have been arrested or charged with an offence
1.61 times more likely to report the overuse of alcohol caused problems in the household
2.10 times more likely to report that betting or gambling caused problems in the household
Less than half as likely to have social support in the form of someone they can ‘yarn’ to about
problems
1.50 times more likely to have had contact with Mental Health Services in Western Australia.
Further, Aboriginal children whose primary carer had been forcibly separated from their natural
family were found to be 2.34 times more likely to be at high risk of clinically significant emotional or
behavioral difficulties than children whose carers were not forcibly separated87.
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http://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/statistical-overview-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoplesaustralia-social
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